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VIRAL HEPATITIS. By Saul Krugman and David J. Gocke. Volume XV in
the series Major Problems in Internal Medicine. (Pp xiii+147; illustrated.
£12.25). Philadelphia, London, Toronto: Saunders. 1978.
THIS monograph summarises current knowledge of types A and B viral hepatitis and also
makes reference to the frequent association of non-A, non-B hepatitis with blood transfusion.
Hepatitis due to cytomegalovirus, EB virus, coxsackie virus and yellow fever virus is not
considered.
The first three chapters are concerned with historical, aetiological, pathogenetic and
epidemiological aspects of the subject. Differences in the characteristics and transmission of
HAV and HBV are discussed and HAAg, Anti-HAV, HBsAg, HBcAg, HBeAg, Anti-
HBC and Anti-HBs are described.
In the chapter on acute virus hepatitis figures are effectively used to illustrate the time
sequence of the principal immunological, biochemical and clinical events in the course of
the illness though in one or two, instances, e.g. Fig. 34, the valuable information contained
therein could have been made more readily accessible by additional simple annotation.
Fulminent hepatitis receives careful consideration and the very full discussion of possible
mechanisms and precipitating causes of hepatic encephalopathy and its management is a
welcome bonus.
The chapters on chronic hepatitis, the hepatitis carrier and post-transfusion hepatitis
are followed by an absorbing discussion on hepatoma associated with hepatitis B infection
and extrahepatic manifestations of hepatitis virus infections, in particular the serum sickness-
like syndrome of acute hepatitis and polyarteritis nodosa and glomerulonephritis associated
with hepatic B infection.
In the final chapter on the prevention of viral hepatitis the importance of general
measures designed to interrupt the chain of transmission of the virus is emphasised. The
place of passive immunisation against types A and B hepatitis with immune serum globulin
and hepatitis B immune globulin is discussed and hope is expressed that in the near future
active immunisation against type B hepatitis will be possible.
This carefully written, well-illustrated, expensive monograph contains much important
information including 437 references. It will have particular relevance for those with a
specialty interest in viral hepatitis.
T.F.
THE CLINICAL RECOGNITION OF CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE.
By J. K. Perloff. (Pp xv+781; illustrated. £29.75). Philadelphia, London,
Toronto: Saunders and Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders. 1978.
THE second edition of Dr. Perloff's book - The Clinical Recognition of Congenital Heart
Disease, is highly to be commended. As its title indicates the emphasis is on the clinical
manifestations rather than on invasive laboratory procedures. Within the confines of its
terms of reference the book presents a comprehensive survey of congenital heart disease.
The clinical descriptions of history, physical signs, phonocardiographic, electrocardio-
graphic and radiological appearances are unsurpassed and superbly illustrated. In an age
of technological excellence this book not only instructs but presents the reader with a timely
reminder of the wealth of relevant information which is still readily available without
immediate recourse to sophisticated invasive diagnostic procedures.
In this new edition the author has taken cognisance of recent developments in non
invasive diagnostic techniques, particularly M mode and two dimensional echocardiography.
Most chapters include a description of the echocardiographic appearances, although
illustrative echograms are sadly lacking.The book is a very useful addition to the current bibliography of Congenital heart
heart disease. Its simplicity combined with its comprehensiveness render it a reference book
of great practical value to the student land the paediatric cardiologist alike.
P.M.
OBSTETRICS AND THE NEWBORN. By N. A. Beicher and E. V. Mackay.
(Pp 532; illustrated. £8.50). British Edition. Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders.
1978.
THIS textbook is well written with good illustrations particularly the coloured photographs.
The authors, I feel, have succeeded in making this book a worthwhile companion for the
postgraduate student. Although it is useful to the undergraduate also, it is generally
considered to be too advanced for him.
The text covers most aspects of obstetrics and neonatology and it is unfortunate that
it does not include gynaecology. The paper is of high grade and the binding is sturdy and
attractive.
Like any other medical book there are some parts which can be regarded as contro-
versial. Although it has over 500 pages one can read this book fairly quickly because of
the good quality print.
Overall I consider this book to be of great value to the postgraduate student and well
worth having in the teaching hospitals.
H.L.
GENITOURINARY CANCER. By D. D. Skinner and Jean B. de Kernion.
(Pp xv+567; illustrated. £22.75). Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders. 1978.
IN introducing a new textbook in any aspect of medicine today, a fresh stimulating
approach to the particular subject matter is often difficult to conjure up. The authors have
succeeded in formulating an authoritative text from contributions of established experts
in leading North American Urological centres.
Urology, just as other branches of medicine, has benefited from the veritable expansion
of scientific knowledge and technology that has occurred in the past thirty years. The
authors have distilled a great depth of the contributors knowledge and experience to
present an easily read, single volume which deals totally with all aspects of genito-urinary
cancer.
I think that the ideas expressed concerning current research and future investigations
are useful adjuncts in assisting the clinician to appreciate the limitations of present day
treatments. The continuing problem of clinically staging transitional cell bladder cancer
is taken a step nearer solution by the detailed comparison of the Jewet classification with
the European TNS notation.
The chapter on the pathobiology of transitional cell cancer presents an attractive
concept for the depths of its central idea.
Finally, the North American urologists would seem to have moved away from the
historic idea of radical prostatectomy as the most suitable treatment of early prostatic
cancer. This volume is indeed a very valuable reference and collection of up-to-date uriniary
cancer pathology.
J.A.K.
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